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This is the story of Elizabeth de Grey of Coudenoure, the secret love, the one and only truly great

love of England's famed King Henry the VIII. Pre-contracted in the blush of youth and young love

before the death of Henry the VII's first son, Henry and Elizabeth are then kept apart through the

malice of his grandmother, Lady Margaret Beaufort once Henry becomes heir apparent to the

throne. But theirs is a love so deep that all of history's tides cannot quench the sacred flame of love

that burns between Henry and Elizabeth, the seventh wife.
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I bought all three books in this series, and this is the first one. I hope the other two are better. The

main character is Elizabeth, but not THE Elizabeth. She comes later. This Elizabeth is a neighbor

who grew up playing with Henry during their childhood. A large part of the story is not set in

England, but in Rome, where Elizabeth and her father spend a lot of time with Michelangelo talking

art. It was filler and the story didn't pick up again till it moved back to England. By that time Henry is

in love with Anne Boleyn. The ending was strange-- I went back to see what I had missed. I forgot to

mention that Elizabeth had a baby, Constance, with Henry before she went to Rome. At the end of



the story, Elizabeth, Constance, and several others were being harassed by Anne Boleyn and her

bowsmen-- I never knew she had her own army---and in two pages, Constance suddenly was being

ferried down to a ship headed for Rome. Simply because she didn't want Anne Boleyn to make her

go to court to prove Henry and Elizabeth had had an affair. It was a very bad ending. I'm going to

start on the next book today and keep my fingers crossed that it is better.

The ending of her being killed to protect the king solved a lot of problems with the narrative and

actual history a little too conveniently. But the writing was exceptional and whole concept intriguing.

Honestly, so much of this content was made up rather than researched, it was just a book of pure

fiction that had real-life characters in it. I do read extensively on the medieval era and this book just

didn't make the cut, aside from pure entertainment. In that respect, I would give it 3 stars. History it

ain't.

Really enjoyed the story and would encourage folks that enjoy Tudor history to read it. I'm on Book

Two now!

I usually like more accurate reading but this was good.

Very interesting view of the history and religious changes of this period.

This is NOT historical fiction-just fiction. Waste of time.

Gives a new view of Henry's court
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